bread; but he that is given over to idleness and has
no business or occupation shall fall into poverty and
die of hunger. And he that is idle and slow can never
find a convenient time wherein to transact his busi-
ness. For there is a versifier who says: 'The lazy man
excuses himself in winter because of the great cold,
and in summer because of the great heat/ For these
reasons Cato says: 'Wake, and be not overly inclined
toward sleep; for a superfluity of rest causes and
nourishes many vices.' And thereupon says Saint Jer-
ome: 'Do some good deeds, that the Devil, our
Enemy, find you not unoccupied. For the Devil takes
not easily into his service those whom he finds occu-
pied in good deeds/
"Thus, then, in getting riches, you must avoid
idleness. And afterward you shall use the wealth,
which you have acquired by your knowledge and by
your labour, in such manner that men will not hold
you to be too stingy, or too sparing, or too foolishly
generous, that is to say, too great a spendthrift. For
just as men blame an avaricious man for his mean-
ness and penuriousness, in the same wise is he to be
blamed that spends too freely. Thereupon says Cato:
'Use the wealth which thou hast acquired in such
manner that men shall have no reason to call thee
either wretch or niggard; for it is shameful for a man
to have a poor heart and a rich purse/ He says also:
'Use the wealth which thou hast measureably/ That
is to say, spend it within measure; for those who fool-
ishly spend and waste what riches they have, when
they have no longer any property of their own,
scheme then to take that of another man. I say, then,
that you shall flee avarice; using your riches in such
manner that men shall not say that you have buried
them, but that you hold them in your power and
at your wielding. For a wise man reproves an avari-
cious man thus, in two verses: 'Wherefore and why
does a man bury his wealth, of his great avarice, when
he knows well that he must needs die; for death is

